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From Across the Principal’s Desk 

He is right.  We faced new opportunities and 
certainly some challenges heading into 2016.  
Change has continued, and will continue to.  
This year we began the year with a radical 
timetable change.  It took a while for students 
(and staff) to become comfortable with that 
change, but our tracking of student data 
indicates that the changes have had an overall 
positive impact on student outcomes.  Feedback 
and analysis of data have meant we are making 
some minor tweaks to those changes for 2017 
but nothing that people will be uncomfortable 
with – the key changes will be shortening 
morning break a little, lengthening lunch break, 
and having no whanau class on Wednesdays. 
One of the many areas we have been looking at 
is programme delivery and how we might best 
develop our programmes for our junior 
students.  Year 7 and 8 Technology will be 
moving to a 2 year cycle.  Because we offer our 
juniors such a broad range of curriculum areas, 
the delivery has seemed a bit piecemeal and 
scattered.  By changing to the two year cycle we 
can give students more time in each subject 
area to consolidate their knowledge, so they are 
gaining in-depth knowledge rather than a short 
‘taster’.   
With our new buildings still at the forefront of 
our vision (even though the process is taking far 
longer than we would like!), we have also been 
considering how we will move towards 
integrating learning levels and subject areas. 
We are currently doing this effectively with our 
Year 7 and 8 integrated classes, but 
acknowledge that we have a long way to go in 
other areas.  We don’t want to start by ‘ripping 
the current structures apart’, but do need to 
begin on this journey.   
 
To support this in 2017, we are going to move 
further towards integration by having four 
combined Year 9/10 classes.  Until now, most of 
our students have been in multi-level classes 
throughout their schooling and it has only been 
in Year 9 that they have been separated out.  In 
2016 we have had a group of teachers 
researching schools with successful Year 9/10 
hubs, and it is clear that those schools who have 
introduced them are showing improved 
learning outcomes for their students.  This will 
also mean that we are able to provide a better 

Dear Parents/Caregivers 
 
Kia Ora Tatou 
 
The first news of the month 

is:  I was severely embarrassed to find, after    
reports had been sent, that there was an error in 
the message from me.  The comment clearly 
should have read, “We look forward to             
continuing our relationship with you in 2017.”    
I will definitely have to do a better job in future 
at proofreading! 
This is our last newsletter for 2016, and before I 
get into the ‘end of year’ stuff, I want to mention 
a couple of activities that our juniors have been 
involved in. 
 
Activities 
On the 25th and 26th of November a group of 
our Year 7 and 8 students attended a music 
workshop at Bluestone School.  By all accounts it 
was a great success, with students forming a 
band on the day, practicing at lunch time, and 
performing in the afternoon.  Well done to our 
students who attended and made the most of the 
opportunity!  Thank you to our music teacher, 
Mr Fleming, for arranging this experience for our 
group. 
As I’m sure you are aware, we’ve just had our 
Year 7 students out on camp at Raincliff.  I delib-
erately made the time each day to go out there to 
see how they were doing.  Having camp only 
35km away is a definite advantage!  My thanks 
go to all of the teachers and senior students 
without whom camp wouldn’t run.  Special 
thanks to the two year 10 girls, Geneva and     
Megan, who stepped in at the last minute to help 
out. 
The students who have been involved in the 
camp and/or the music workshop can definitely 
say that they have ‘participated’.  Participation is 
one of the elements of the Key Competencies 
that are at the core of our New Zealand Curricu-
lum. 
 
Changes for 2017 
In Mike Wright’s last newsletter of 2015 he said, 
“Ahead lie many exciting opportunities and a few 
challenges (for Opihi College). There will        
continue to be significant change and develop-
ment which will only strengthen the college.”   



 ARMISTICE  DAY  2016 gender spread in our classes (with 2016’s Year 9 

girls having been very much in the minority).       

Students will still move into their separate Year 9 

and Year 10 levels for most optional subjects. 

I am sure these changes for 2017 will open up      

exciting learning opportunities for our students.  

The only thing that might be better would be      

adding an extra couple of hours to our school day 

(to fit more learning in) – but until the Ministry 

comes up with funding for that it’s not within our 

scope! 

 

Awards Ceremony 
As I have reminded you in our past few newsletters, 
the evening of December 7th is our Awards Ceremo-
ny.  This is when we will celebrate the 2016 
achievements of our students.  I encourage you all 
to come along and help us acknowledge their effort, 
their hard work and their participation. 
 
He waka eke noa. Na  to  
rourou, na  taku rourou ; 
ka ora ai te iwi 
 
Nga mihi.  
 

READING  PLUS 
We have come to the end of the first full year running 
Reading Plus at Opihi College. Students have worked 
hard and been very successful. The programme covers 
reading speed (important for fluency and task comple-
tion), reading comprehension and vocabulary. We have 
seen gains across all these areas as students work      
towards the end of this first year. 
Fluent reading speed is 250 words per minute (wpm), 
talking speed is 120 wpm. Many students read well but 
slowly. We have seen significant progress towards      
fluency throughout the year. The increase in wpm     
ranges from 5-124 which is an out standing result. Three 
quarters of the students have moved up between 1 - 3 
years in their reading comprehension with the biggest 
gains in our Year 9 boys.    
All students have completed the final assessment in 
Reading Plus for the year and had a conference to       
discuss their successes, tricky bits and goals for next 
year. Higher gains in comprehension, speed and vocab 
usually match student participation. Students with     
lower progress generally acknowledged that they could 
have put some more time into it.  With these great      
results the programme will continue next year and is 
available to all of our students ($40/yr).  Please contact 
Bridget Wilson at wilsonb@opihicollege.school.nz for 
more information. 

mailto:wilsonb@opihicollege.school.nz


 
 
 
 

 
WEEKLY  CARE  CARD  DRAW  
18th November  Liam Pelvin 
Congratulations on winning a canteen voucher 

 
FOR  YOUR  CALENDAR 

December 13 Second Hand Uniform Sale  
& Kilt Fitting Session 
4.00 -6.00pm 

 
2017 

  

January 23 School office opens 

 30 Teacher Only Day 

 31 Year 13 Course Confirmation 
2.00pm 

February 1st  Year 9 Camp to Spencer 
Park Christchurch 

 Year 7 Orientation Day 
with Year 13 Peer 
Support  8.30– 3.10pm; 
followed by Year 7 
Welcome Barbeque 6pm 

 Year 10 Course 
Confirmation   8.30am 

 Year 11 Course 
Confirmation   11.30am 

 Year 12 Course 
Confirmation   1.30pm 

All course confirmation held in the Hall 

 2nd All students attend  

 6 Waitangi Day holiday 
School closed for instruction 

 7 Mihi Whakatau - Parents 
welcome.  New students, staff and 
parents to meet at school main 
entrance at 8.30am.  All other 
students, staff and parents to 
meet at Hall courtyard doors. 

PE  TOPS: 
If you require a PE top for 2017 please get your late 
orders in IMMEDIATELY.  These tops are being      
manufactured to order for us over the school           
holidays.  Made to measure sizes are  available at no 
extra cost.  (These are $60 each which is payable on 
collection in 2017). 

2017  TERM  DATES 
Term 1          Monday 30  January - Thursday 13 April 
Term 2          Monday 1st May – Friday 7th July 
Term 3          Monday 24 July –Friday 29 September 
Term 4          Monday 16 October - December 2017 

OPIHI  COLLEGE  KILT  FITTING 
We are hoping to source Opihi College kilts directly 
from the manufacturer Bromleywear.  Families will be 
able to purchase kilts at a cost lower than from a 
store.  We are holding a fitting session for families to 
order kilts for delivery in 2017 on: 

Tuesday 13th December  4 - 6.00pm 
Please note:  In order to purchase kilts for delivery in 
2017 orders MUST be in to the manufacturer by 15th 
December 2016.  Payment will be on arrival of order. 

OPIHI  COLLEGE  YEARBOOKS 

 
Full Colour 
2016 School 
Magazine now 
available for 

purchase at the 
School Office 

$30 

OPIHI  COLLEGE  JERSEYS 
Stock still available at Kings Shoe Store, Temuka.  
These jerseys are high quality knitwear. 

SECOND  HAND  UNIFORM  SALE 
Tuesday 13th December 

4.00pm to 6.00pm 
At the School Office 
 

2017  STATIONERY  LISTS 
Spare copies of these are available on our website, or 
from the school office. 

OPIHI  COLLEGE  UNIFORM 
Good stocks of new items available from the school 
office: 
Ties         $20   Sunhats $10 
Beanies  $10      Black & White Sport Socks    $10 



FUNDRAISING  OPPORTUNITY 
Opihi College can benefit from any families using Laser Electrical services: 







VACANCY 
 
Ellie’s Barber Shop are looking for some-
one to work after school and in the school 
holidays for a couple of hours.  Anyone who 
is aged 14 years or older and interested in 
this job, could they please pop into Ellie’s 
Barber Shop at 73 King Street, Temuka. 

BERWICK  OUTDOOR  EXPERIENCE  2017 
Temuka District Lions Club is offering the chance of 
an outdoor and physical pursuits course, offering   
activities such as Ropes, Initiative Course, First Aid, 
Tramping (Bush Skills), Abseiling and Kayaking, etc. 
 
All activities are under the guidance of qualified    
instructors and are accomplished as part of a team of 
8-10 people. 
 
The dates for 2017 are May 12-20.  Both Male and 
Female, 18 years or over, with a reasonable standard 
of fitness.  Lions will pay for you—the cost is around 
$500 for the week per person.   You will need to 
arrange own transport.  (Berwick is 40km south of 
Dunedin). 


