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From Across the Principal’s Desk
Dear Parents/Caregivers
Kia Ora Tatou
As usual we’ve been having a
busy time over the past
fortnight. As we wind up/down to the end of Term
3 (only 2 weeks away now) we have assessments
due for seniors. It is this time of year that becomes
particularly stressful for senior students if their
planning and time management has not been the
best throughout the year, as they will have many
assessments to hand in. Of course, those who have
planned well over the past 2 terms will be well
organised and on top of their tasks!
Conferencing
Monday evening and Tuesday of this week were set
aside for conferencing with students, parents and
mentors. I have been particularly impressed with
the number of parents who have attended
conferencing, as it is such a worthwhile opportunity
to meet with mentors and get a real picture of
where your student is at, what their goals and
aspirations are, and how they are going to ‘get
there’.
One of the outcomes from conferencing is a clear
message that parents would like more
opportunities to meet with mentors and teachers,
so we will be considering what changes we might
make for next year’s planning to enable those
opportunities to come about.
If you are one of the few who missed out on the
opportunity to attend a conference, do give our
front office a call, where our office staff will be
happy to book you an appointment.
Changes for 2018
As a result of the surveys and conversations we
have undertaken this year with students, parents
and staff, we will be changing our school timetable
for 2018.
The general consensus from all of our information
gathering shows a strong preference to return to a
5 or 10 day timetable, with 1 hour periods. There is
some flexibility across subject areas and students
who find the longer periods more workable so to
meet their needs as well we intend to ‘block’ 1 hour
periods to allow for some 2 hour periods to be run
alongside them.

There has been very mixed feedback on our
Whanau classes. There is a clear mandate to
continue the current Whanau mentor system with
families together and year levels mixed; however,
there has been some discontent voiced over the
Whanau time allowance, so Whanau times will be
shorter next year. This means that many of the
aspects of citizenship and key competencies that
have been part of the Whanau ethos will now have
to occur at other times and in other ways.
With new building now planned for 2018, we will
be creating new learning spaces that will not look
like our existing single-class rooms. This means
that by 2019 the way we teach and learn at Opihi
College will look different. This does mean that
these timetable changes (basically a return to the
2015 timetable format) will likely only be in place
for 2018 while we plan for the future.
Buildings
Our Board has been working closely with the
Ministry of Education property team and we are
finally seeing progress with planning for how we
spend the $5.3 million that we have been allocated.
Anyone who has been in school over the past week
will have seen all of the painted markings showing
boundaries, underground drains, cables etc. Earlier
this week our Master Planners had a drone up,
mapping our site from the air.
After a number of years of slow progress it is
exciting to know that we should be receiving draft
plans from the Master Planners and Ministry of
Education within the next 6 weeks. What Opihi
College buildings and classrooms are going to look
like is decidedly different from the initial planning
that occurred 5 or 6 years ago, but we are very
excited about the more versatile learning spaces
that we will be creating.
Mental Health Foundation
As I mentioned in our last newsletter, Mr Sharp, our
school counsellor, is taking part in a charity climb of
Mount Kilimanjaro to raise funds for the NZ Mental
Health Foundation. He headed off on Wednesday,
and we look forward to receiving updates from him.
Wishing you a great weekend, and hoping that you
get to spend at least some of it with your family.
He waka eke noa. Nau te rourou, naku te rourou ka
ora ai te iwi. Nga mihi.
Tina Johnson
Principal
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TEMUKA SWIM CLUB
Registrations Thursday 26th October 5-6pm
At the Temuka Pool
Current members are able to pay and register online. A
fantastic way to keep fit and learn a life skill, we cater for
learners to competitive swimmers or those just wanting to
keep fit.

October

Any questions please contact Sarah young 021 778 659 or
Dave Holland 027 302 4303 or visit our face book page
Temuka Swimming Club.

We welcome all children from 5 years old.
Athletics is a great way to keep fit, improve agility
and strength and make new friends.
Season Start: Monday 16 October 2017
Time: 6.15pm
Where: Opihi College Sportsgrounds (Guild Road)
6 and under $20
7 and over $50
For further information and registration details:
Email temu.athletics@gmail.com
Phone Nicola 021 622 942
Like us on Facebook: “Temuka Athletics Club”

Opihi College Cultural
Competition 1.25pm

21

Yr 11 YMCA Health Day

22

Yr 12-13 YMCA Health Day

25

South Canterbury Day

2629

Potential squad members please contact Marty Pow, Dave
Holland or Sarah Young ASAP, pre-season training will
start on the 3rd of October.

TEMUKA ATHLETICS CLUB

20

November

Statutory Holiday - school closed

OED South Canterbury MTB
Tour

29

End of Term 3

16

Start of Term 4

23

Labour Day

26

Aoraki Junior Tennis

27

BOT Meeting

31

Haunted House fundraiser

31

Mountain Biking Yr 7&8

3

Statutory Holiday - school closed

7pm Assembly Hall

Study Leave begins for
Senior students

Children's Learn to Sail
Timaru Yacht and Powerboat Club are hosting an
information evening for
parents whose children are
interested in learning to sail
on
Thursday 14th September
at 7pm
at the Club House in
Timaru.
For more information please contact Rob Berger
at juniors@timaruypbc.co.nz or
see the website http://www.timaruypbc.co.nz/

CARE BADGES
Congratulations to the following students:
Silver Awards
A = Abigail Blay
R = Shae Twaddle,
E = Cordelia Taylor, Soraya George, Kye Waihape
Bronze Awards
C = Sarn McCone, Dyasta Barnes, Jasmine Uren,
Elise Warnock
R = Laynee McDonald, Alex McDonald-Solway, Cordelia Taylor, Cameron Fikken, Sian Louden
E = Charlotte Bennett, Grace Bennett, Jacob Spivey, Ryan Donehue, Jamaine Etti, Bryett Taylor,
Ashton Wright

Kia ora,
Opihi College students, as well as bands from Timaru Boy’s High
School and Roncalli College, have been invited to play at the Temuka
Primary School’s Spring Fair.
The fair is on Saturday 16th September at Temuka Primary
School. The fair will be from 10am until 3pm - we are hoping to
provide music for the entire period. We are organizing a curtain sider truck for the bands to play in.
We'll be playing in quite a central location at the Fair.
Bands this year will include:
Fusion In the Sun (TBHS)
Placegetters in Rockquest 2017
Claws
(RONCOLL)
Death Muffins
(OPIHI)
Best original song Bandquest 2017
Bass BBQ
(OPIHI)
Jess Marshall
(OPIHI)
Rockquest finalists 2017
Timaru Jazz Band (Combined TBH-RONCOL-MVIEW)
And many more solos and groups!
Performers will set up and be ready for a brief sound check by 9.30AM on the Saturday morning. If
required, students should be at the primary school by about 9.30am for the 1st sound check or 12.00
lunch time for second sound check.

Please spread the word around
family and the community and
support our young performers
and the local Primary School

