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OPIHI COLLEGE
EDUCATION OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM AGREEMENT
Education Outside the Classroom (EOTC) is the name given to all events/activities that occur outside the classroom, both on-, and off-site.  This includes sport.

EOTC is part of the culture of Opihi College for three main reasons.

Firstly: students at Opihi College have ready access to the beach, the rivers, the mountains, and the urban environs of Timaru.  For many, these areas are part of their playground.  They need to learn how to be safe.

Secondly: the teaching staff believe in utilising a range of environments and experiences to enhance the learning of their students.

Thirdly: Opihi College values the concept of providing students with opportunities.

Thus some of the learning for students occurs beyond the school site and this document is seeking your consent.

Our safety management systems recognise five operational levels, each with specific requirements regarding parental/caregiver consent.  In brief they are:

	1.
	On site- within the College environs
	Parent/Caregiver consent given at the time of enrolment and not required for each specific event.

	2.
	Off site events occurring entirely in school time or finishing by approximately 6pm*
	Parent/Caregiver consent given at the time of enrolment and not required for each specific event. **

	3.
	Off-site events finishing after 6pm (approximately)
	Parent/Caregiver informed consent required for each specific event. ***

	4.
	Off-site events occurring in one day involving risk assessed to be greater than that associated with the average family activity.
	Parent/Caregiver informed consent required for each specific event. ***

	5.
	Events occurring over night.
	Parent/Caregiver informed consent required for each specific event.


*  
In the case of Tennis, Friday night Basketball, and similar events, the draws come out week by week.  
Often games are scheduled after 6pm.  We have designated these Sports as Level 2.
**
Information including finish time given to Parents/Caregivers if finishing after 3.15pm.

***
A course such as Outdoor Recreation can acquire course-long blanket consent for the year through


a special letter to Parents/Caregivers for those students signed up for the course.

All levels requires staff to undertake an analysis of the risks, and identify the management strategies required to eliminate, isolate and minimise the risks.  At Opihi College this is initially done through a RAMS form.  Subsequently, all management of students must involve risk management.
CONSENT
I / We agree to the participation of ____________________________ in the Level One and Two Education Outside the Classroom events while a student at Opihi College.  I/We have provided the College with up to date medical, supervision and learning information through the Enrolment Form, and will make every endeavour to keep this information current.
I reserve the right to refuse permission, if for religious or other just reason, I object to such participation in an activity.  (I will provide written refusal to the Principal in such cases outlining such reasons).

Name:  __________________________
Signature:  ______________________
Date:  ___________

Name:  __________________________
Signature:  ______________________
Date:  ___________
(Please turn over)
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