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CONGRATULATIONS 

Congratulations to our students who gained NCEA endorsements in 2018 
 

MERIT  ENDORSEMENTS 
(Pictured above left)  Kaia Macpherson, Jessica Marshall,  

Megan Calder, John Reyes, and Tom Johnson. 
 

EXCELLENCE  ENDORSEMENTS 
(Pictured above right)  Emily Bennett, Mya Stratford, Issy Livingstone. 

NEWSLETTER  PUBLICATION 
The Opihi College Newsletter is published every fortnight on the Opihi College website.  Paper  
copies will be printed only for those who request them.  If you would like to continue to  
receive a paper copy of this newsletter, please complete slip below and return to the school office. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………… 

  I would like to receive Newsletters in paper form 
 
Student Name  ___________________________________ Tutor Class         ___________________________________ 
 
Parent Name    ___________________________________  Signed  _________________________________________ 



From Across the Principal’s Desk 
 
                                            
 

                                            Dear Parents/Caregivers 
 
                                         Kia Ora Tatou 
 
All of our students and staff seem to be settling 
well into the new academic year.  We have      
managed to include a lot of activity and               
opportunities into a short time, and I hope stu-
dents are having some interesting conversations 
with whanau about their learning so far.   
 
Congratulations to the House Captains (to be 
seen later in this newsletter) who were elected 
last week.  Their responsibilities begin with two 
major calendar events in the next fortnight with 
Swimming Sports next week and Athletics Sports 
the week after. 
 
Swimming Sports are on 20th February (next 
Wednesday) at the Temuka Pool.  Following 
feedback from last year’s event, we have a 
changed format this year in an endeavour to    
include more students and incorporate more fun 
into the day.  The swimming will be a full day 
event.  The whole school will attend, with         
students starting at school at the usual time.     
Students are to wear their House colours – a    
reminder that no body or hair paint should be 
used.  We welcome community support and     
encourage you all to come along for all or part of 
the day.  Races will begin at 9.30am.  Don’t       
forget sunblock, hats and plenty of water. 
 
Athletic Sports are to be held on Tuesday 26th 
February, with full school participation.  The   
information about the day is on our website, but 
will also be on social media before the event.  
Once again, students are encouraged to wear 
house colours.  As always, we love having       
whanau and community support on the day and 
look forward to seeing as many of you here as 
possible. 
 
Attendance and Lateness 
As you are aware, attendance at school, for the 
whole school day, is a requirement.  Sadly we are 
already dealing with some lateness issues and I 
need to remind students and whanau that school 
starts at 8.45a.m., therefore students are           
expected at school by 8.40a.m.   In order to       

ensure that our students have the best                
opportunities for learning, it is necessary for 
them to be at school on time.  If a student is more 
than 15 minutes late, without a valid reason 
from home, they will be required to make up the 
time after school. 
 
Uniform 
Another matter we are currently dealing with is 
incorrect uniform.  If a student is wearing non-
uniform items they need an explanatory note 
from their parent/caregiver.  The student needs 
to take the note to their Dean at the start of the 
day.  A reminder that, because we encourage   
students to take sun protection seriously, we 
have three different styles of uniform hat          
available.  There should be no need for students 
to be wearing non-uniform ones.   
 
Last year we changed our uniform code to allow 
students to wear multiple earrings in their ears; 
however, the taonga rules did not change.  Our 
uniform code states: “A Taonga or other item of 
religious or cultural significance may be worn 
inside clothing.  It is to be removed for health 
and safety reasons as required.”  Please note that 
this does not give students permission to wear 
‘jewellery’, the item must have cultural or          
religious significance.  The taonga, given its      
significance, should also be worn close to the 
heart – inside clothing.  Our full uniform code is  
available on our website should you be unsure of 
the guidelines. 
 
We look forward to seeing as many of you as 
possible at our swimming and athletic sports.  
Hopefully our next newsletter will contain a 
range of photos from both events. 
 
E waka eke noa 
We are all in this together.  
 
Nga mihi.  
 
Tina Johnson 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hockey South Canterbury  
invite you to our  

 
Open Day/Have a Go day  

 
on Sunday 24th of February 2019  

from 2pm-4pm 
at the turf located at Aorangi Park on      
Morgans Road, Timaru.  This is open 
to all primary school aged children 
where you can have a hit around on 
the turf and we can assist you with all 
information regarding hockey in      
Timaru.  Bring a few friends and come 
and have a go!  All gear is provided 
and it's FREE!  

FOR  YOUR  CALENDAR 

February 18 -19 Gateway First Aid Course 

 19  Waterways Trip 

 19 Public Health Nursing 
Immunisation presentation 

 20 Swimming Sports     All day  

 22 Yr13 Interview Skills 
course 

 26 Athletic Sports        All day 

 27 BOT Meeting       6.30pm 

 28 YES Kickstarter Day ARA 

March 3 Japan Day Trip Christchurch 

 5 Rocky Shore Trip 

 4-5 Gateway Fire Safety Course 

 6-7 CHS Athletics 

 11-12 Yr 13 Gateway 
Communication Course 

 13 School Photos 

 15 SCPSS Triathlon 

April 12 Teacher Only Day 
Staff Professional Development 
Day 

End of Term 1 

2019  TERM  DATES 
Term 1        Mon 31st Jan— Fri 12th April  
Term 2        Mon 29th April—Fri 5th July 
Term 3        Mon 22nd July—Fri 27th Sept  
Term 4        Mon 14th Oct—Fri 13th Dec 

TEMUKA  ATHLETICS  CLUB 
Is celebrating 125 years since our first  
athletics meeting on 02 March 2019.   
We are inviting the whole community to come 
and celebrate with us, you do not need to be a 
current or past member to join in.   
 
Family Athletics Day 
Opihi College, Guild 
 Road, Temuka. 
9.00am Registrations 
9.30am Start 
$5 Entry Fee.  Use our Book Now button on our 
Facebook page for pre-registration or  enter on 
the day.  Prize money in all age groups.  Food 
stalls available or bring a picnic lunch.  Senior 
events in the afternoon.  See our Facebook 
page for the programme.   
 
Contact Nicola 021 622 942  
or email temu.athletics@gmail.com. 

Our new junior students enjoying their first day at Opihi College 





INTRODUCING  OUR  STUDENT  LEADERS 

INTRODUCING  OUR  HOUSE  CAPTAINS 

 Pacific House Captains -  Baiden Halkett, Jared Dickson & Hailey Larsen 
 Opihi House Captains -   Cameron Doake & Charlie Te Haate 
 Aoraki House Captains -  Harriet Grace, Thomas Johnson & Kayla Bagrie 
 Rata House Captains -  Hamish Fikken, Kaia MacPherson & Cole Robertson 

2019 
 

Head 
 Students 

Mya Stratford & 
Cody Crawshaw 

 
Deputy Head  

Students 
Megan Calder & 
Jessica Marshall 












