
PRINCIPAL  APPOINTMENT 
The Opihi College Board of Trustees are pleased to announce the appointment of Mr 
Tony Robson as our new Principal.  The vacancy at Opihi College attracted a strong 
field of applicants, and the Board wish to thank all applicants for their    
interest.  Mr Robson has been employed as Deputy Principal at Opihi      

College since 2019, and has been our Acting Principal since the departure of Miss 
Johnson.  Prior to that Mr Robson has worked at Ashburton College, Kaikoura High 
School and Te Karaka Area School.  The Board would like to congratulate Mr Robson 
on his appointment, which will commence on Monday 4th October 2021. 

 

 Community  -  Acceptance  -  Respect  -  Excellence 

NEWS  
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On Friday 17th September Opihi College's Senior Boys and Girls basketball teams played in the final of the B grade          
competition. The boys played against Roncalli. It was a closely contested game that they eventually won 29-25. The top 
scorer was Logan Larsen. They wore their new tops and hoodies that were donated to the team by Joyce Building. The boys 
were meant to play at the South Island Secondary Schools tournament in Dunedin, but sadly lockdown put an end to that. 
Winning the Timaru Secondary Schools' B grade competition was a wonderful end to the season for them.   The girls team 
lost to Craighead who proved too strong on the day. They gave it a good shot and were stoked to get 2nd in their 
grade.  Huge thanks to the boys' coach Dave Taylor, and the girls' coach Abbie Ross - we have appreciated all the time and 
effort they have put into our teams this year.    A big “Thank You” also to Ms Manson who has worked tirelessly all season 
to manage the basketball teams. 

OPIHI   BASKETBALL  SUCCESS! 



FOR  YOUR  CALENDAR  2021 
 

October  1 End of Term 3 

 18 Start of Term 4 

 25 Labour Day 
Statutory Holiday—School 
closed for instruction 

 26 Board of Trustees Meeting 
6.30pm 

 26-
29 

Practice Exam Week 

November 12 Senior Students begin Study 
Leave 

 22 NCEA External Examinations 
begin 

 25 NZQA Teacher Only Day 

December 13 Awards Ceremony 

TEACHER  ONLY  DAYS 
Upcoming NZQA Teacher Only Days which the Ministry have 
set for us.  These are for schools to work through the changes 
that are happening for NCEA.   Please note this date: 

Thursday 25th November 2021 
Please note the school will be closed for instruction on this day. 

OPIHI  COLLEGE  CUPS  AND  TROPHIES 
It’s that time of year again - please clean and 
return all Opihi College cups and trophies to 
the school office ready for the end of year 
prizegiving.  We would appreciate return of 
these by Friday 22nd October. 

BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES  ELECTION   
Due to the recent lockdown, the time frames for 
nominations for the board election for our new      
student representative to the board of trustees was 
extended until 12noon on Friday 24th September 
2021.  At the close of nominations, as the number of 
nominations equalled the number of vacancies    
Amelia Holland was duly elected as our new student 
representative to the Board of Trustees.   
Congratulations Amelia! 
 
A big THANK YOU to Emily Wells who has been our 
student representative for the past year - she has 
done a marvellous job of bringing student               
suggestions and queries to the Board of Trustees. 

PROPERTY  PROJECTS 
Please be aware that access to Opihi College is 
not recommended over the coming school 
holidays due to the completion of several 
building projects: 
• The Music Room upgrade continues with 

asbestos removal scheduled 
• The old “Maths and Science block” is 

scheduled for demolition during October, 
with asbestos removal scheduled also. 

• Groundworks are to be undertaken on the 
Richard Pearse Drive entranceway areas. 

These projects are scheduled for completion 
from 4th to 15th October 2021. 

LOST  PROPERTY  
We would like to remind students, and their families, 
to please leave highly valuable items at home  in case 
of accidental loss.  Expensive cell phones, ear buds 
and jewellery are not required during the school day 
and best stored safely at home.  
 
A friendly reminder to all whanau to clearly name all 
uniform items.  Our lost property bin is filled with 
unclaimed Opihi College uniform items - we would 
love to return these to their rightful owners but they 
are not named or identifiable. 

The Agriculture class enjoyed a trip to the Aitken’s property in 
Temuka this week to assist with tailing of lambs.  Many thanks to 
the Aitken family for their kind assistance hosting the class. 



The Agriculture class visited Coleridge Downs 
last week with Mr Mills and Mrs McNoe.  They 
were able to complete an animal handling 
course during their visit, which included       
doing vaccinating, drenching, mouthing, dog 
handling and horse riding.  The students       
involved had a great day and excelled at all 
tasks.  They were a pleasure to take away 
showing some great character and the            
Coleridge Downs staff were so impressed with 
the quality of students we had.  Kirsten, Guy 
and Henry were awesome tutors. 




