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NEWS  

Issue 15      21st October 2021 

The Year 9 & 10 Agriculture trip had  a very enjoyable and interesting trip to the Peel Forest Estate in September to look at 
Animal Handling and Venison Production Systems.  Students were very well behaved, and enjoyed visiting the deer farm.  
Many thanks to Jan, Anna, Debbie and Mr Mills for their assistance on this trip; and to Peel Forest Estate for their support. 

Our Senior Technology  
students busy completing their projects. 



From Across the Principal’s Desk 

                                  Kia  ora  and  welcome  to  Term 4  
 
                                 I hope that you all were able to 
                                 spend some quality time with your 
                                 children during the school holidays.  
                                 Term 4 is a really exciting part of 
                                 the school year for everyone and 
especially for the seniors. This is a hugely important 
time for the seniors who need to make sure they    
understand what they need to focus upon to achieve 
their own personal goals. With practice exams and 
final exams all happening this term, students need to 
be making sure they are using their time wisely,     
prioritizing study time and catching up with their 
teachers if they are unsure of any of the material.  
 
A  returning  welcome  to  Mrs  Verge 
This term we have the pleasure to have Mrs Rebecca 
Verge back with us as she returns from maternity 
leave. Mrs Verge is working with our Year 9 and 10 
students in English, Drama and Social Sciences. 
 
Covid  Update 
As with the rest of society, Covid is continuing to    
effect life here at school. Due to the nature of the   
virus the situation is very fluid and what is required 
is often changing. We endeavour to keep you            
informed but if you have any questions or concerns, 
please feel free to contact us.  
 
You may have already received a request for details 
of your student’s vaccination status. Under the Covid-
19 Public Health Response (Vaccinations) Order 
2021, secondary schools are required to maintain an 
up-to-date register with the vaccine status of all      
eligible students. This information is confidential and 
will be stored at the school. We will not share your 
personal information unless we are required or      
authorised to do so by law. In the situation of an out-
break, we may share your personal information with 
a Public Health Authority for the purposes of         
planning and implementing appropriate public 
health responses. Where possible we will only         
disclose aggregate level information. 
 
For students who travel to school on a school bus we 
are expecting that the rules will change slightly, with  
face masks becoming mandatory for all people 12 
years old or more. 
 
We are still hoping to be able to run this year’s 
Awards Ceremony as normal on the 13th December, 
however this is very dependent on the alert levels 
status at the time. As we do understand what a       
special event this is for the students, their whanau 

and the staff here at Opihi College, we will make a 
final decision as late as possible. 
 
Senior  Students 
Since the last newsletter the Ministry of Education 
has revised its stance on who is eligible for Learning 
Recognition Credits.  Students at Opihi College do 
now qualify for the Learning Recognition Credits. 
Therefore, the following rules apply 

* For every 5 credits a student earns towards 
their NCEA through assessment, they would 
be entitled to one extra Learning Recognition 
Credit to acknowledge the disruption to their 
learning. 

* Students undertaking NCEA Level 1 would be 
eligible for up to a maximum of 8 additional 
credits, while those at Levels 2 or 3 would be 
eligible for up to a maximum of 6 additional 
credits. 

 
Seniors  Final  Day  and  NCEA  Exams 
The end of the year is fast approaching for the        
Seniors with their final teaching day being the 12th 
November and the NCEA exams starting 22nd           
November. Teacher will be running tutorials between 
these dates and students sitting external exams are 
highly encouraged to attend. The exam timetable can 
be found on the NZQA website or by clicking here. 
 

Last  day  of  School 
Our last day of school for 2021 is Monday 13th         
December.  Year 7-10 students will attend school for 
that day.  As discussed earlier we hope to being able 
to run the Awards Ceremony as planned for all        
students (Years 7-13) starting at 7pm at the Temuka 
Stadium.   
 

Nga mihi 
Tony Robson 

https://www.nzqa.govt.nz/assets/qualifications-and-standards/qualifications/ncea/exams-and-portfolios/examination-timetable.pdf


FOR  YOUR  CALENDAR  2021 
 

October 25 Labour Day 
Statutory Holiday—School 
closed for instruction 

 26 Board of Trustees Meeting 
6.30pm 

 26-29 Practice Exam Week 

November 10 Yr 9 & 10 Course Selection 
Meeting   7.00pm 

November 12 Senior Students begin 
Study Leave 

 22 NCEA External 
Examinations begin 

 24-26 Year 9 & 10 PE Expedition 

 25 NZQA Teacher Only Day 

 26 Science Roadshow 

December 7 Year 7 camp 

December 13 Awards Ceremony 

TEACHER  ONLY  DAYS 
Upcoming NZQA Teacher Only Days which the Ministry have 
set for us.  These are for schools to work through the changes 
that are happening for NCEA.   Please note this date: 

Thursday 25th November 2021 
Please note the school will be closed for instruction on this day. 

WELCOME 
We would like to welcome new students who have started 
at Opihi College recently: 
 

Awatini Dooley 
Xavier Webb 

 
 

This term we would like to welcome Mrs Smith to the 
staff.  Mrs Smith will be assisting in Kowhai House as a 
Teacher Aide. 

OPIHI  COLLEGE  CUPS  AND  TROPHIES 
It’s that time of year again - please clean and 
return all Opihi College cups and trophies to 
the school office ready for the end of year 
prizegiving.  We would appreciate return of 
these as soon as possible. 

PROPERTY  PROJECTS 
Construction work has continued over the holidays 
to upgrade our Music Department and Music Room.  
Our Richard Pearse Drive entranceway has been      
re-sealed.  The old Maths and Science block has been 
partially demolished, and work will continue on this 
project in the next school holidays.   We are eagerly 
awaiting the arrival, and commencement of              
installation, of an all weather surface on our courts. 

TEMUKA  SWIMMING  CLUB 
 
Lessons on Tuesday and     
Thursday evenings held in     
the Temuka pool. 
 
Children must be 6 years old  
 
Please look at the website for 
more information and to  
register:   
https://www.sporty.co.nz/temukaswim  
or email Kirstyn at temukaswimmingclub@gmail.com 
 
Registrations close 31st October 2021 



 
PRACTICE    EXAM    WEEK 



YEAR  9 and 10  COURSE  SELECTIONS  FOR  2022 
 

As many of you are aware, we run an innovative “choices” programme here at Opihi       
College for our Year 9 and 10 students.  We believe that by giving students choice, it         
engages them in their learning, which increases academic progress and improves behaviour. 
 

What does this mean for current Year 8 and 9 students? 
On Monday 8th November we will hand out the 2022 Course Booklet.  This will show all the topics that 
are running next year, along with a blurb about what is covered in that topic.   
On Wednesday 10th November, we will have a community meeting to explain all about how the Year 9 
& 10 programme runs and to also go through how to select the courses.  This will be an optional        
meeting, but we really recommend all current Year 8 families to come to it so that they have a clear                     
understanding before selecting. 
In Week 6 and 7, we will then be having our 3 way conferences to select your child’s choices for 2022.  
This conference, which takes place with the student, family and a member of the Senior Leadership 
Team, is vital in the success of this programme.  It is where we make certain that the choices are the 
best fit for the student according to their academic needs and potential pathways.   
 
How do I book a 3 way conference? 

Via www.schoolinterviews.co.nz by using the code  4qhx6. 
Conferences are for 15 minutes each, however we do recommend booking a double slot if you are     

having trouble with the course selections.  Appointments are available from Monday 22nd November 
until Friday 3rd December.   

http://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz


Opihi College have two styles of PE Tops available  
for  purchase at the school office.   

 
Currently we have stocks of both new and pre-loved PE 

tops.  New PE Tops are $40 (black with white piping style) 
or $50 (black with white collar style).  In the event of not 
having the size you prefer in stock, we can order for you.   

Opihi College also stock a limited range of pre-loved uniform items - these are available for viewing at any time 
the school office is open.  We are able to sell your pre-loved uniform items for a small commission -please bring 

any items you wish to have sold on behalf in to the school office. 


