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NEWS  

Issue 2   3rd March 2023 

Despite the nationwide lifeguard shortage causing reduced district pool hours, Opihi College were still able to 
hold our annual Swimming Sports competition.  However, adjustments needed to be made to the format to     
accommodate a shorter booking time of only a couple of  hours rather than a whole day.    
 
Congratulations to all of the students who competed 
in our Swimming Sports, a wonderful afternoon of 
competition was enjoyed by our swimmers and 
Thank You to all who helped organise this. 
 
Several new records were set this year: 
Yr 7&8 Girls 25m Breast Stroke       Ruth Brightwell 
Yr 9&10 Boys 50m Freestyle              Hayden Young 
Yr 9&10 Boys 50m Backstroke         Hayden Young 
Yr 9&10 Boys 25m Backstroke         Hayden Young 
Yr 9&10 Boys 25m Freestyle             Hayden Young 
Congratulations to you both! 
A full list of results is included in this newsletter. 

OPIHI   COLLEGE   SWIMMING   SPORTS 

PPTA  STRIKE  DAY 
 

Thursday  
16th March 2023 

 
The PPTA (Secondary 
Teachers union) have     
informed us that they 
have scheduled a Strike 
Day on March 16th , if 

there is no progress with 
their Collective  

Agreement negotiations.  
Therefore school will be 
closed on March 16th. 

 
We will keep you updated 
if there is any change to 

this. 



FOR  YOUR  CALENDAR  2023 

March 6-8 Year 12-13 History Trip 
Akaroa 

 6-7 Community Dental Service 
visit             Year 8 dental checks 

 8 Country High School 
Athletics 

 13-14 Health and Safety Course 
Level 3 

 15 Aoraki Athletics 

 16 PPTA  Strike  Day 

 20-21 Fire Safety Course  Gateway 

 21 Aoraki Girls Volleyball 

 22 Attitude Presentations 

 23 Opihi Live  6pm 

 23 Aoraki Boys Volleyball 

 23-25 Year 13 Biology Trip 
Portobello 

TERM  DATES   FOR   2023 
 
Term 1 
Friday 3rd February to Thursday 6th April 2023. 
 
Term 2 
Wednesday 26 April to Friday 30 June 2023 
Please note Opihi College will be closed on Monday      
April 24th , with statutory holiday ANZAC day on Tuesday 
April 25th 2023. 
 
Term 3 
Monday 17 July to Friday 22 September 2023 

 
Term 4 
Monday 9 October to 13 December 2023 

Opihi College students and staff have been helping to advertise 
the upcoming Aoraki Multi Cultural Festival 



AORAKI PACIFIC 

OPIHI RATA 

INTRODUCING  OUR  OPIHI  COLLEGE  2023  HOUSE  CAPTAINS: 
 
  Aoraki  Raju Gadikoppula & Ryleigh Davis 
  Opihi   Jordy Sherriff-Wardell & Riley Cornelius 
  Pacific  Alexis Kellas & Kodi Kellas-Taylor 
  Rata   Hazel Johnston & Rihanna Pairama 



 
NCEA  ENDORSEMENTS 

 
Congratulations to all of the Opihi College students  

who achieved NCEA Endorsements in 2022: 

NCEA Level 1 -  
Endorsed with Excellence 

Congratulations  
Chloe Donaldson-Fitt & Hazel Johnston 

 
 

NCEA Level 1   -  Endorsed with Merit 
Congratulations Coby Hines 

 
 

 
NCEA Level 2 - Endorsed with Excellence 

Congratulations  
Amelia Holland & Grace Bennett 

 
 

NCEA Level 3 - Endorsed with Excellence 
Congratulations Calan Meechang 

 
 

 
NCEA Level 3 - Endorsed with Merit 

Congratulations Emily Wells 
 



ROWING 
Congratulations to Lachlan Stratford who competed 
recently at the NZ Rowing Championships at Lake    
Ruataniwha.  Lachlan has been busy practicing all 
summer, and he then achieved Personal Best times 
and qualified for the Semi-Finals.   
Great work Lachlan! 

Positive  Behaviour  for  Learning 
At Opihi College we use the Positive Behaviour for 
Learning tool to help teach and reteach our school 
CARE values and to give our students those vital social 
emotional skills that will help them thrive and flourish 
at home, work and beyond.   
 
We are excited to announce the launch of our Opihi 
College CARE Challenge for 2023. The school has 
three stages; Ka kano/seedling - Year 7/ 8, Ma huri/
young plant - Year 9/10 and Ko hure/mature plant - 
Year 11/13.  The primary objective of this challenge is 
to ‘help our students grow into well rounded             
individuals who are capable of setting goals and      
aiming high’.  Students will have a range of different 
challenges to work towards. Some of these are:        
representing the school in cultural, sporting and      
creative events, demonstrating good citizenship,               
volunteering within our school and local community, 
academic awards, arriving at school on time, wearing 
the correct uniform, excellent pastoral record.  For 
each challenge they achieve they will be awarded 1 or 
2 points. By accumulating their points over the year or 
two years they will aspire to achieve their Bronze,    
Silver and Gold awards.  
 
Please ask your tamariki all about the CARE challenge 
and ask them which one they would like to achieve 
first. Contact their wha nau teacher if they complete a 
challenge at home or in the community so they can 
earn points. 

Careers  
The careers department has been exceptionally busy 
organising and planning an exciting year of             
opportunities, talks and experiences.  
 
This year our Careers department has navigated    
itself to the library. This is a great space and all       
students are now able to access the many brochures, 
magazines and resources that will help them make 
decisions and create possible pathways. My office is 
also in the library and I am so pleased that students 
have been dropping in to ask questions.  
 
Every fortnight we send an Opihi Careers Hub news-
letter to students and whanau from years 11-13. This 
newsletter is an interactive tool that contains links to 
courses, jobs and experiences within South            
Canterbury, Canterbury and at times nationally. It is 
exciting to know that we are able to keep students 
and whanau up to date and in the loop.  
 
This year we have invested in a tool called My Mahi 
to help teach our careers unit. My Mahi contains 
many lessons that range from careers, personal      
finances, goals and organisation, learning and         
engagement, personal and social capability,              
relationships, sustainability and wellbeing.  We are 
also using it to build their personal profiles, set goals, 
and create their CVs. We are really excited about this 
and we are looking forward to seeing how students 
work with teachers to help build relationships and 
share their strengths. Please ask your son/daughter 
all about My Mahi. 
 
Presently, all students from year 10 - 13 receive a 
careers lesson every Wednesday period 5. This term 
we have talks from University of Canterbury, BCITO, 
Otago University, ARA/Te Pukenga, Otago Polytech 
and Auckland University. This will allow all students 
to be fully informed. Next term we'll be encouraging           
different industries to visit Opihi to inspire and      
inform our students.  

Gateway  
This year Gateway started with individual interviews 
and conversations to help us learn about their          
passions and aspirations and guide their Gateway 
placements for Term 2.  Level 2 students have taken 
part in a two day first aid course and have a two day 
health and safety course this week. They will also 
have a fire and safety course towards that end of the 
term. Level 3 students have a more advanced health 
and safety course in March.  These courses are         
essential to help prepare all students for workplace 
experiences. Recently, two students have started the 
ignition MITO course and two other students are 
about to start their Gateway BCITO course.  We are 
extremely proud that Opihi can offer these  
opportunities.   

MUFTI  DAY 
 
THANK YOU  to all of our Opihi 
College whanau for your very 
generous support of our Mufti 
Day - as well as raising    almost 
$800 in cash and vouchers, a 
huge number of items were    
donated towards Cyclone relief.  



Event  1st  2nd 

 

3rd 
 Y 7 &8 Boys 50m 

Freestyle  

Y7& 8 Girls 50m 
Freestyle 

Ben Smith Josh Leonard 
Quin Casey 

Ruth Brightwell Ruby-May White 

  

Y 9 10 Boys 50m 
Freestyle 

Hayden Young Ronin Gray Jake Gould 

Y 11 13 Girls 50m 
Freestyle 

Amelia Holland Grace Bennett Lexi Kellas 

 Y 7 8 Boys 50m 
Breaststroke 

George Stratford Josh Leonard Dean Joyce 

 Y 7 8 Girls 50m 
Breaststroke 

Ruth Brightwell Tessa Kopetschny 
  

Y 9 10 Boys 50m 
Breaststroke 

Hayden Young Ronin Gray Connor Gould 

Y 11 13 Girls 50m 
Breaststroke 

Amelia Holland 
    

 Y 7 8 Boys 50m 
Backstroke 

Josh Leonard Dean Joyce 
  

 Y 7 8 Girls 50m 
Backstroke 

Ruth Brightwell 
    

Y 9 10 Boys 50m 
Backstroke 

Hayden Young 
    

 Y 7 8 Boys Boys  
25M Backstroke 

Josh Leonard Dean Joyce 
  

Y 9 10 Boys Boys  
25M Backstroke 

Hayden Young Ronin Gray Connor Gould 

 Y 7 8 Boys Boys 
25M Breaststroke 

George Stratford Josh Leonard Quin Casey 

Y 9 10 Boys Boys 
25M Breaststroke 

Hayden Young Ronin Gray Connor Gould 

Y 11 13 Boys Boys 
25M Breaststroke 

Riley Cornelius Kodi Kellas-Taylor 
Jordy Sherriff-
Wardell 

 Y 7 8 Boys Boys 
25M Freestyle 

Josh Leonard Ben Smith 
George 
Stratford 

Y 9 10 Boys Boys 
25M Freestyle 

Hayden Young Jake Gould Connor Gould 

Y 11 13 Boys Boys 
25M Freestyle 

Kodi Kellas-Taylor Riley Cornelius 
Raju        
Gadikoppula 

 Y 7 8 Girls Girls 
25M Backstroke 

Ruth Brightwell 
    

Y 11 13 Girls Girls 
25M Backstroke 

Amelia Holland 
    

 Y 7 8 Girls Girls 
25M Breaststroke 

Ruth Brightwell Ruby-May White 
Tessa             
Kopetschny 

Y 11 13 Girls Girls 
25M Breaststroke 

Amelia Holland Lexi Kellas 
  

 Y 7 8 Girls Girls 
25M Freestyle 

Ruby-May White Miya Coulston 
Tessa              
Kopetschny 

Y 11 13 Girls Girls 
25M Freestyle 

Amelia Holland Lexi Kellas Grace Bennett 

OPIHI   COLLEGE   SWIMMING   SPORTS   RESULTS 



OPIHI  COLLEGE  SPRING  BULB  FUNDRAISER 

Please return your orders  
to the school office 

by Friday 10th March 2023 

Dental Service  

will be visiting 

Opihi College  

from Monday  

6th March  




